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Column 1, line 21 - Column 2, line 17 
[Prior art] 

Triethanolamine is usually produced by the reaction of ethylene 
oxide with ammonia water. In this case, reaction products went 

15 out from a reactor is fed to a stripper after separation of the 
unreacted ammonia water, wherein water is removed therefrom to 
produce a mixed ethanolamine of mono-, di-, and tri-ethanolamine 
Then, the mixed ethanolamine is fed to a first distillation device, 
wherein monoethanolamine is separated by means of vacuum 

20 distillation, the bottom liquid fed to a second distillation device, 
wherein diethanolamine is separated by means of vacuum distillation, 
and then the bottom liquid fed to a third distillation device, 
wherein triethanolamine is separated by means of vacuum 
distillation. Since the triethanolamine thus obtained usually 

25 includes 4-10% by weight of diethanolamine, the triethanolamine 
is re-purified by means of vacuum distillation to separate 
diethanolamine again, or separately the bottom liquid of the second 
distillation device fed to the next distillation device, wherein 
low boiling -components are separated by means of vacuum 

30 distillation, and the bottom liquid thus obtained further fed to 
the next distillation device, wherein vacuum distillation is 
performed to produce a high purity triethanolamine. 
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